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HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of The Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Tuesday 19th January 2021 

by ‘Zoom’ conference technology, 

commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Cllr.  D Turvey  - Chairman 

  Cllrs: H.Jones, G Whiteley, W. Sturges,  

   F Robertson, S Clifton 

   Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk) 

   Dist.Cllr. Neil Butters 

   Three members of public 

    

234. Introduction   

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the seventh ‘Zoom Conference’ meeting in these 

unusual times.  The first thing he wanted to do was wish everyone a Happy New Year. 

  

235. Apologies for Absence   

Cllr, M.Parkin,  

 

236. Declarations of Interest 

The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in items on the 

agenda. 

Cllr. Sturges declared an interest in the planning application at Hall Cottage, 3 High 

Street since he was Chairman of the adjacent Memorial Hall. 

 

237. Minutes of The Meeting of The Parish Council 15th December 2020 

The Council considered the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 15th 

December 2020.  It was proposed by Cllr. Robertson and seconded by Cllr. Jones that the 

minutes be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed. 

   

Resolved: That the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 15th 

December 2020 be signed and adopted as a correct record. 

  

238. Financial Reports 

 

The Clerk had circulated the Financial Statement for 1st January and a spreadsheet 

showing current total spending against the Budget. 

    

The following payments were made in Dec: 

101111  G Parkes – Dec    380.10 

101112  W Palastre – Dec    294.13 

101113  HMRC – PAYE Dec       73.40 

101114  Parish Websites Limited   600.00 

 

The following payments would be made in January 
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101115  SSE Contracting Ltd    313.97 

101116  SSE Power (Via P.O.Ltd)   453.67   

101117  G Parkes – Jan     380.10 

101118  W Palastre – Jan    294.13 

101119  HMRC – PAYE Jan       73.40 

 

 

Cllr. Turvey seconded by Cllr. Sturges proposed that the 1st January Financial Statement 

be accepted.  All agreed 

 

Resolved That Financial Report for 1st January 2021, complete with the requests for 

retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted. 

  (The Chairman signed the Financial Statements)  

 

 The Clerk had circulated a second draft Budget for 2021-2022.  This was based on the 

current year’s budget with the current and anticipated expenditure until the end of March 

2021. He explained the various options that the Parish Council had on setting the Precept.  

It was almost certain that B&NES would need to raise Council Tax in the following year 

as the overall Authority had an anticipated £20 Million shortfall to meet.   

 

 Councillors discussed various options and finally agreed on a small increase in the 

Precept, as HCPC anticipates there will be a continued need to help, where it can, Parish 

organisations that are unable to fund raise this year. 

 

 Cllr Jones, seconded by Cllr Sturges proposed that the Precept be increased by 3% to 

£14,282.00.  All agreed. 

 

 Resolved That the Council Precept for 2021 – 2022 be set at £14,282.00. 

  (The Clerk would complete the Precept Form and submit it to B&NES)  

 

239. Planning 

  

           Not for discussion 

(i) Item not required. 

 

For discussion: 

 

(ii) 21/00030/FUL – 11 Wellow Lane – New Dwelling 

 

The Chairman invited the architect – speaking on behalf of the applicants – to 

present the key points of the revised design for the new dwelling. After this Cllrs 

asked questions of the architect and made their observations. 

 

The Council recognised that the application had taken note of earlier HCPC, and 

Neighbours, comments.  It was agreed that the proposed new two storey dwelling 
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was more in keeping with surrounding houses (although only some 20cm lower in 

overall height). The Council also appreciated that the public footpath had been 

accommodated, and that ‘Business Use’ had been withdrawn from the application.  

However, Councillors did still have some concerns about congestion on Wellow 

Lane – bearing in mind large farm vehicles and commuter traffic using the lane. 

They questioned the size of the underground car park and thought that it could be 

smaller – as the smaller dwelling should require fewer car park spaces.  There were 

also still concerns about drainage and flash run-off since Wellow Lane is prone to 

surface flooding; HCPC would not want any new building or hard surfaces to 

exacerbate this.  

 

Cllr Roberston, supported by Cllr Turvey that the Council make the above 

Comments and observation to B&NES Planning Department.  All agreed.  

 

(iii) 21/00082/FUL & 21/00083/LBA – Hall Cottage – 3 High Street – Alterations, and 

Repairs. 

Cllrs were supportive of changes that would make a listed building easier to live 

in.   

Cllr Turvey, seconded by Cllr Clifton proposed that the Council Support the 

application. All agreed subject to two minor conditions:  1) That the delicate clay 

tiles on the adjacent Memorial Hall be protected during the work and 2) That the 

new down pipe empty into the garden of Hall Cottage, and not over the flat roof of 

the Memorial Hall. 

 

240. Highways 

(i) A36: The Council has noted that the ‘unofficial car park’ created by Highways 

England, without planning permission, on the verge of the A36 opposite Branch 

Road has expanded and is regularly packed with visiting vehicles (the Council 

noted that some of these are dog-walking village residents unable to use the 

Millennium Green). Vehicles had been seen reversing onto the A36 (despite poor 

visibility) and even slowing to a stop on the main road while waiting to enter the 

area.  All of this is occurring at a time when lower traffic density seemed to be 

allowing faster average speeds and faster ‘excessive’ speeding.  There is no 

overall speed restriction on this stretch of Trunk Road.  Vehicles damaged in 

collisions and remaining vehicle parts are commonly found on the road side there.  

 

    There was now increasing fly-tipping (recently some 60 or so car tyres) as well 

as other waste. Humans had also been seen using it as a lavatory.  The Council 

had ascertained from neighbouring landowners that the entire ‘splay’ of land on 

that side of the A36 was acquired by compulsory purchase by Highways England 

in the 1980s.  Having helped create the problem Highways England would seem 

to have the entire responsibility for clearing it up and regulating the site.  HCPC 

agreed for Cllr. Clifton to contact HE again and point this out. 

 

(ii) Other Roads:   
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There was nothing to report – except the continuation of vehicles breaking Village 

speed limits. 

 

(iii) Footpaths.  The Pipehouse Byway Open to All Traffic (BOAT) was now closed 

for up to 6 months while repairs were made to the surface to make it safe. The 

Clerk pointed out that this had been done a few years ago, and yet water run-off 

erosion had quickly created a new 3 foot deep gulley in the surface.   

 

The Council also noted that there was a large pile of wood chippings on the public 

footpath near Branch Road.   

 

 

241. Village Facilities – Bus Shelter 

Cllr. Jones reported that the Council had received two quotes for the work.  One of the 

proposals was from a Councillor, so therefore it was agreed to hold a separate zoom 

meeting in the near future, at which that Cllr would not be present; HCPC could then 

make its selection of contractor. 

 

Cllr Jones had also received a quote from Somerset Forgings for the repair and 

refurbishment of the two cast iron finger posts in the Parish.  It was agreed that the 

‘Trowbridge’ sign on Green Lane could be repaired by a volunteer group of Councillors 

in the Summer.  The Stag Cross Roads sign required more specialised treatment and it 

was agreed to accept the quote to repair this.  Somerset Forgings had indicated that they 

had a long list of orders, so it may be that the work falls in the 2022-23 year. 

 

Cllr Jones, seconded by Cllr Sturges, proposed that the Council place an order for the 

refurbishment of the Stag Cross Roads Finger Post. All agreed. 

 

242. Open Forum 

Cllr Sturges proposed that an informal group of volunteers tackle some of the road side 

litter before the grass started growing again.  He was willing to co-ordinate this.  The 

Clerk would ask B&NES for a further supply of gold sacks (In the mean time Bill 

Palastre keeps a supply of rubbish sacks).  Paul Seek had some ‘litter claws’.  Paul Seek 

and Nigel from the Rose & Crown were thanked by everyone for their recent work on 

clearing litter on village roads outside the 30mph limit. This isn’t pleasant or particularly 

safe work but it does make a big difference. This has already been favourably noticed by 

passers-by and by B&NES.  

 

Cllr Turvey pointed out that the Council could recruit further Councillors and asked 

everyone to consider any suitable volunteers they may know.  It was suggested that it 

would be good to ask for candidates from outlying areas.    

 

The Clerk reported that the 2021 National Census was due to still go ahead in March 

2021. Notices had been displayed and more information would be coming out soon. 

 

Cllr Clifton noted that B&NES is conducting a review and update of its Local Plan to 

take account of Policies on Environment and Climate.  Unfortunately it sometimes 
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appears that B&NES Planning Department did not take account of these policies when 

considering the details of planning applications. The Council agreed to write to B&NES 

in the consultation phase pointing out this lack of ‘joined up action’ within B&NES. 

 

 

 

243. Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda 

 

The provisional date of the next meeting was set as Tuesday the 19th of February 2021 at 

7.30pm by Zoom.  The Clerk would issue the usual agenda and joining details on 14th 

February 2021. 

 

The Meeting Finished at 9.04pm 

Date of Next Meeting: 19th February 2021 (at 7.30pm) 


